Classroom Expectations

Government

Mrs. Katie Davies
Room 205

2010/2011
Basic Information

Contact Information:

School Phone: 745-2641

E-mail: Katie.Davies@205warren.net
Classroom Objectives (What you will learn in this classroom)

1. Understand the principles of American Government. 

2. Know the concepts of the United States Constitution. 

3. Compare and contrast different political and economic systems. 

4. Understand the Illinois Constitution and its principles.

5. Identify how mass media influence public opinion

6. Know the foundations of the United States Constitution. 

Required Materials

You are required to bring the following materials to class everyday:

1. textbook
2. notebook

3. writing utensil (pen or pencil)

4. Internet License

Textbook

Magruder’s American Government

Pearson, 2009
Your Government textbook is ONLY in its SECOND year of use.  ANY DAMAGE other than usual wear and tear will result in you providing compensation for the damages at the end of the school year.  BE RESPECTFUL!!!!
Grading

Grades will be assigned by the following percentages:

A= 100-90%     B= 89-80%   C= 79-70%    D= 69-60%    F= 59-0%
**Government is a requirement for graduation. Failure to receive a 60% in this class will result in retaking government, or not being eligible for graduation.  Please keep track of your own progress!!! DO NOT leave it until the last minute!!!!
Homework Policy
All homework is due at the beginning of the class period before I begin teaching, unless otherwise directed. Students will not be allowed to leave the room after class has begun to get assignments from their lockers. Late work will not be accepted.
TURN your homework into the homework basket on Mrs. Davies’ desk!!!

If you fail to complete an assignment, you will be required to fill out a missing homework sheet. It is your responsibility to fill out this sheet, and turn it into the homework basket. You will be given 1 warning for failure to complete the sheet for a missing assignment, after that, you will receive a detention for failure to follow directions and do homework. 
Students may have one "late" assignment per quarter. YOU MUST STILL COMPLETE THE ASSIGNMENT AND TURN IT IN THE NEXT CLASS PERIOD. 

Any homework not turned in after the “free assignment” will result in a score of zero. 

The “free assignment” cannot be used for projects, papers or presentations. 
Your "free assignment" will be entered into I NOW as 5 extra credit points. If you use your "free assignment" you lose the extra credit points, however, if you do not use your "free assignment" then the extra credit stays on your grade!

Absences

In case of an excused absence students will have two days upon returning to make up any missed work or to make other arrangements. If you do not make up your work within 2 days, you will receive zeros. Any assignments that were due on the day that you were sick, are due the day you return, or you will receive a zero. 
If you miss a test day, you will be required to take the test within two days of being absent. For example, you miss Monday; your test should be made up by the end of the day on Wednesday!!!!!  Be prepared to do so!!!!! You must set up a time with Mrs. Davies to make-up your test. IT CANNOT BE TAKEN DURING CLASS TIME!!!! 
It is your responsibility to ask for make-up work; failure to do so, will affect your grade.  
Other Requirements

Weekly Article: There will be a government article due on Friday of each week. 

Papers, Projects and Presentations: There will be papers, presentations and projects in this class, ranging from small in class assignments to larger outside of class assignments. Failure to complete these will make it difficult to pass government.
United States Constitution and Illinois State Constitution Exams: It is an Illinois state requirement that you pass the two constitution tests. NO EXCUSES and NO EXCEPTIONS.  

Final Exam: The final exam will cover the material learned throughout the semester. 
Plagiarism and Cheating

Plagiarism and Cheating WILL NOT be TOLERATED!!!!!!

Cheating involves copying or not doing your own work.  

Plagiarism is not citing information you’ve learned from other sources and attempting to pass it as your own.  If you have questions, please ask.  
If you are caught cheating or plagiarizing, I will take your assignment, and hold onto it for the remainder of the school year. You will NOT get your assignment back. 

If you are caught cheating for another class, I will take those assignments and turn them into that classroom teacher. 

Consequences

1st Offense: Zero on the assignment, and a classroom detention.

2nd Offense: Zero on the assignment, classroom detention, and a referral to an administrator.

Hall Passes

You will NOT be allowed to go to your locker, once class has begun if you forgot something for class!!!! BE PREPARED and BE RESPONSIBLE!!!

Excessive bathroom passes are not to be used!!!! You will not be allowed to go at the very beginning of class or during times when I am teaching. Emergency situations are exceptions. 

Water fountain


- DO NOT ask to use the water fountain during times when I am teaching


- When I am done teaching, it is acceptable to raise your hand and ask to get 
a drink.


- DO NOT abuse the privilege!

Classroom Rules

**All school rules will be in effect and will be followed!!!!
Classroom Expectations (A good government student will…)
1. Respect others, their property and opinions

- This includes:



- Not messing with other people’s property



- Being polite 



- Agreeing to disagree on controversial topics or opinions

2. Respect the school’s property 


- This includes:



- Not writing on desks and door frames


- Leaving the teachers desk and items alone


- Respecting your textbook
3. Use respectful language

- This includes NOT:



- Using swear words



- Putting down other people
4. Come to class on time and prepared

- This includes:



- Bringing your required materials to class



- Using hall passes infrequently



- Coming to class on time
5. Use class time productively

- This includes:



- Taking notes



- Working on homework when told to do so


- Listening while the teacher is speaking 
If you are in violation of the classroom expectations*
1. Verbal warning from the classroom teacher

2. Detention issued

3. Referral to administrator and phone call home
*Clause: consequences are subject to change according to each individual incident.
Topics
This semester we will cover the following topics.

Unit 1

Chapter 1: Introduction to Government


Section 1: The Government and the State


Section 2: Forms of Government


Section 3: Basic Concepts of Geography

Chapter 2: Origins of the American Government


Section 1: Our Political Beginnings

Section 2: The Coming of Independence and the Declaration of Independence


Section 3: The Critical Period


Section 4: Creating the Constitution


Section 5: Ratifying the Constitution

Chapter 4: Federalism


Section 1: Federalism: The Division of Power


Section 2: The National Government and the 50 States (States rights)


Section 3: Interstate Relations

The United States Constitution

Chapter 3: The Constitution Overview

Section 1: The Six Basic Principles of the Constitution (Preamble)

Section 2: Formal Amendment (The Bill of Rights and constitutional amendments)

Section 3: Constitutional Change by Other Means

Chapters 10, 11 and 12: Congress and its Powers

Section 1: The National Legislature

Section 2: The House of Representatives

Section 3: The Senate

Section 4: The Members of Congress

Section 1: The Expressed Powers of Money and Commerce

Section 2: The Other Expressed Powers

Section 3: The Implied Powers

Section 4: The nonlegislative Powers

Section 1: Congress Organizes

Section 2: Committees in Congress

Section 3: How a Bill Becomes a Law: The House

Section 4: The Bill in the Senate

Chapters 13 and 14: The President and the President in Action

Section 1: The President’s Job Description

Section 2: Presidential Succession and the Vice Presidency

Section 3: Presidential Selection – The Framer’s Plan

Section 4: President Nominations (Conventions)
Section 5: The Election (Electoral College, and electors)
Section 1: The Growth of Presidential Powers

Section 2: The President’s Executive Powers

Section 3: Diplomatic and Military Powers

Section 4: Legislative and Judicial Powers
Chapter 18: The Federal Court System

Section 1: The National Judiciary (Article III of the Constitution)
Section 2: The Inferior Courts (Courts created by Congress for the judicial branch)
Section 3: The Supreme Court

Section 4: The Special Courts 
Unit 6

Chapter 22: Comparative Political Systems

Section 1: Historical Political Systems

Section 2: Ideas and Revolutions

Section 3: Transitions to Democracy

Section 4: World Democracies Today

Chapter 23: Comparative Economic Systems

Section 1: Capitalism

Section 2: Communism and Socialism

Section 3: The Global Economy

Chapters 5 and 6: Political Parties, Voters and Voter Behavior

Section 1: The Two-Party System and What They Do

Section 2: The Two-Party System and American History

Section 3: The Minor Parties

Section 4: Party Organization

Section 1: The Right to Vote

Section 2: Voter Qualifications

Section 3: Suffrage and Civil Rights

Section 4: Voter Behavior

Chapter 8: Mass Media and Public Opinion

Section 1: The Formation of Public Opinion

Section 2: Measuring Public Opinion

Section 3: The Mass Media

Illinois State Constitution

Executive roles in Illinois government and their job descriptions

Who are our State Senators?

District representatives

Terms of Office

Adoption of Constitution
I have read and understand Mrs. Davies’ classroom policies. I understand that if the classroom policies are not adhered to the consequences listed will be given.

Parent signature: _________________________________________

Date: ___________________________

Student signature: ________________________________________

Date: _________________________
